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were, in the first instance, resumed and managed by Government, as the duties of these officers had become useless during the continuance of the Mahratta farming system. In 1831, on the Collector's recommendation, they were ordered to be restored, but the original holders in most cases refused to resume charge of them, and the number of the villages in 1856 had fallen to sixteen. In 1859 it was decided that the villages were liable to pay full Survey assessment, and in 1861 that, as the holders derived 110 benefit in villages in which the lands had been let to tenants at full Survey rates, the former might be allowed a deduction of 10 per cent, to cover the expense of management. Some difference of opinion appears to have arisen as to the applicability to those villages of the terms of the settlement, by which the services of the hereditary district officers were to be dispensed with and a proportionate deduction made from their emoluments of every description ; but the point was decided in favour of the holders, and no deduction made on account of the settlement. The villages are thus ail now held on the Survey tenure.
^Reclamations of land along the sea-coast and salt-water creeks in the Than a C< Electorate are occasionally carried out by private individuals at their own expense, or by associations of ryots, on special terms made with Government, the former being termed ahilotri and the latter Icnlwry. In the former case the whole appears in the re venae records as the holding of the Shilotar, who is responsible for the repairs of the necessary embankments and makes his own terms with the tenants; and in the latter the tenants carry them out jointly, each having a share of the land and assessment recorded against his name. The term khot has been wrongly applied to the holders of fifty-three villages in Salsette, which have all been granted on various considerations by the British Government, some in exchange for land in Bombay required for public purposes in the end of the last and commencement of the present century, and others to encourage the investment of capital in land and the growth of valuable cropB. Some of these are now held in fee simple, but in all cases the rights of the actual cultivators had been protected. Owing to the great value of grass and firewood in Bombay, the object with which the latter were granted has not been attained, as those